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THE  AREA  ' 

Lake  Shelbyville  is  an  impoundment  of  the 
Kaskaskia  River  between  Shelbyville  and 
Sullivan,  Illinois.  Over  34,000  acres  were 
purchased  for  this  project  by  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  as  part  of  the  general  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  for  the  development  of  the 
Kaskaskia  River  Basin  for  recreation,  water 
supply,  flood  control  and  fish  and  wildlife 
conservation.  Lands  above  the  conserva¬ 
tion  pool  are  managed  by  either  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  or  the  Department  of  Conserva¬ 
tion  for  recreational  purposes.  Situated 
along  the  Kaskaskia  and  West  Okaw  Rivers, 
the  lake  and  its  surrounding  uplands  form  a 
scenic  background  for  outdoor  recreation. 

THE  LAKE 

The  11,000  acre  lake  (at  normal  pool) 
averages  about  1 6  feet  in  depth,  with  a  max¬ 
imum  of  about  67  feet.  Several  islands  and 
many  inlets  and  coves  provide  over  250 
miles  of  shoreline.  The  impoundment  origi¬ 
nates  from  an  earthen  fill  dam  near  Shelby¬ 
ville  and  extends  for  17  miles  to  its  extrem¬ 
ities  near  Bethany  (West  Okaw  arm)  and 
Sullivan  (Kaskaskia  arm). 

NATURAL  FEATURES 

Tree  species  along  the  lake  are  commonly 
oak,  hickory  and  hard  maple  on  the  uplands 
and  cottonwood,  soft  maple,  sycamore  and 
willow  in  the  lowlands.  A  wealth  of  flowers 
can  be  found  in  the  understory  and  in  old 
field  settings.  Isolated  prairie  conditions  ex¬ 
ist  along  railroads,  roads  and  in  some  aban¬ 
doned  fields.  An  abundance  of  songbirds, 
mammals,  reptiles,  amphibians  and  game 
species  inhabit  the  diverse  vegetation  on 
the  area. 

FACILITIES 

The  Shelbyville  Fish  and  Wildlife  Area  is 
composed  of  two  separate  units  situated  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  Lake  Shelbyville.  The 
3700  acre  Kaskaskia  Unit  is  located  south¬ 
east  of  Sullivan  along  the  Kaskaskia  River; 
the  2700  acre  West  Okaw  Unit  lies  east  of 
Bethany  along  the  West  Okaw  River. 

WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT 
Wildlife  management  activities  are  centered 
around  a  1400  acre  farming  program  de¬ 
signed  to  provide  high  quality  habitat  for  a 
variety  of  species.  The  farm  fields  are  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  an  additional  1900  acres 
of  timber,  400  acres  of  grasses  and  2700 
acres  of  brush.  Site  personnel  supplement 
the  natural  habitat  with  tree  and  shrub  plant¬ 
ings,  special  feeding  sites  and  vegetation 
management.  Waterfowl  management  is 
carried  out  in  five  waterfowl  management 
areas.  Each  unit  is  left  dry  during  the  grow¬ 
ing  season  and  flooded  prior  to  migration 
periods  in  order  to  attract  and  hold  ducks, 
geese  and  other  water  associated  wildlife. 


BOAT  ACCESS 

Boat  access  sites  and  parking  areas  are 
provided  to  accommodate  primarily  hunters 
and  fishermen.  Visitors  with  large  equip¬ 
ment  are  advised  to  use  Corps  or  State  Park 
launching  facilities. 

TRAILS  &  NATURE  STUDY 

Nature  trails  are  being  developed  in  the 
Kaskaskia  Unit  and  the  West  Okaw  Unit  to 
highlight  a  variety  of  habitats.  These  will 
provide  excellent  opportunities  for  hiking, 
bird  watching  and  nature  study. 

HUNTING 

Hunting  is  generally  allowed  throughout  the 
area.  However,  no  hunting  is  permitted 
where  posted  or  within  200  yards  of  a  public 
use  facility  or  residence.  Generally,  Federal 
and  State  of  Illinois  game  regulations  re¬ 
garding  season  length,  bag  limits  and  hunt- 
able  species  apply  in  all  areas;  however, 
special  regulations  apply  to  some  species. 
These  regulations  are  posted  at  the  area 
headquarters  near  Bethany. 

Rabbit,  quail  and  pheasant  provide  most  of 
the  hunting  on  the  area.  Squirrel  (fox  and 
gray)  can  be  taken  with  regularity  in  or  along 
the  excellent  timber  stands.  Deer  are  pre¬ 
sent  in  good  numbers  and  can  be  taken  with 
shotgun,  bow,  or  muzzle  loading  rifle.  Les¬ 
ser  opportunities  for  dove,  woodcock  and 
snipe  are  available  during  peak  migrations. 
Some  waterfowl  opportunities  exist,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  waterfowl  management  are¬ 
as.  The  regulations  on  these  areas  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  change  each  year.  It  is  recommend- 


ed  that  a  copy  of  the  Department  of  Conser¬ 
vation  Administrative  Orders  governing  use 
of  this  State  managed  area  be  obtained 
from  the  area  headquarters  before  hunting. 

FISHING 

The  Kaskaskia  and  West  Okaw  rivers  pro¬ 
vide  excellent  bank  fishing  opportunities  for 
walleye,  white  bass  and  channel  catfish. 

Each  management  unit  has  three  boat  ac¬ 
cess  areas.  All  waters  of  the  Shelbyville 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Area  are  designated  as  no 
wake  areas. 

Five  ponds  located  throughout  the  area  pro¬ 
vide  opportunities  to  fish  for  largemouth 
bass,  blue  gill,  and  bullhead  catfish. 

TRAPPING 

Trapping  is  allowed  by  permit  only.  A  draw¬ 
ing  for  twenty  trapping  permits  is  held  an¬ 
nually  during  the  month  of  October.  The 
Kaskaskia  and  West  Okaw  Units  are  divided 
into  ten  trapping  units  each.  Trappers  must 
possess  a  valid  trapping  license  to  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  the  drawing.  Trapping  results  must 
be  reported  to  the  area  headquarters  at 
Bethany  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

CAMPING 

Camping  is  not  permitted  at  the  Shelbyville 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Area  but  is  available  near¬ 
by  at  Eagle  Creek  and  Wolf  Creek  State 
Parks  and  at  the  Corps  of  Engineers  Bo 
Woods  Access  Area  as  well  as  the  Fox  Har¬ 
bor  Marina. 
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FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

The  area  is  governed  by  Federal  regulations 
(Title  36  -  Parks,  Forests  and  Memorials) 
and  Department  of  Conservation  Admini¬ 
strative  Orders.  Copies  of  these  are  avail¬ 
able  at  Corps  and  State  offices.  All  persons 
who  bunt  must  have  a  valid  license  or  per¬ 
mit  in  possession  unless  exempted  by  law. 
All  vehicles  must  remain  on  improved  roads 
or  parking  areas. 

For  additional  information  contact  the  Shel- 
byville  Fish  and  Wildlife  Area,  R.R.  1,  Box 
42-A,  Bethany,  IL  61914,  phone  217/665- 
3112. 

For  information  on  other  Illinois  sites,  write 
the  Department  of  Conservation,  Division  of 
Land  and  Plistoric  Sites,  Stratton  Building, 
Springfield,  IL  62706. 
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(Many  access  roads  are  impassable 
during  periods  of  rainy  weather 
and  high  water.) 
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